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PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH SUBDIVISIONS 

SUB01 
 

 

OBJECTIVE 
 
To determine when Council will accept cash in lieu for the provision of public open space 
when assessing subdivision applications 
 
POLICY GUIDELINES 
 
PREAMBLE 
 
As an alternative to providing land for public open space, Section 20C of the Town Planning 
and Development Act 1928 (as amended), allows the owner of the land intended for 
subdivision, with the approval of the Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC), to 
pay Council money in lieu of the portion of the land set aside for open space.  This provision 
applies to residential broad acre subdivisions. The WAPC Policy 2.3 Public Open Space in 
Residential Areas outlines circumstances where the cash contribution may be acceptable. 
 
Reference should be made to the WAPC Policy and guidelines in relation to public open 
space associated with subdivisions.  
 
WHEN COUNCIL MAY ACCEPT CASH CONTRIBUTION IN ADDITIONAL TO THOSE 
OUTLINED BY THE WAPC 
 
When considering a subdivision application that will attract a condition requiring the ceding 
of land for public open space, depending upon the availability and status of open space 
within the locality that is the subject of the application, Council may: 
 

(a) accept cash in lieu for the open space if the area for the public open space 
within the subdivision is less than 2000 square metres. 

 
(b) require land identified as being within the Gribble Creek Flood Way and 

flood plain for inclusion as a foreshore reserve and land within the flood 
fringe for public open space.  
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